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Notice of Meeting

EXTRAORDINARY CABINET

Date: Monday 12 May 2014

Time: 18.45hrs  

Place: Council Chamber, Council Offices, Knowle Green, Staines-upon-Thames

Members of the Cabinet Cabinet member areas of responsibility
R.L. Watts (Chairman) Leader of the Council, Strategy and

Human Resources
P. Forbes-Forsyth (Vice-Chairman) Deputy Leader, Community Safety, Young 

People, Leisure and Culture
T.J.M. Evans Finance
N. St. J. Gething Economic Development and Fixed Assets
V. J. Leighton Planning and Corporate Development
A. J. Mitchell Environment (including Parks and Waste 

Management)
D. Patel Parking services and ICT
J. M. Pinkerton OBE Housing, Health, Wellbeing and 

Independent Living
J. R. Sexton Communications and Procurement





AGENDA

Description Page
Number

1. Apologies for absence

i

To receive any apologies for non-attendance.

2. Disclosures of Interest

i

To receive any disclosures of interest from members in accordance with the Council’s
Code of Conduct for members.

3. Designated Public Place Order

i

To receive a report on a proposed Designated Public Place Order for the A308 area
at The Parade Sunbury Cross restricting the consumption of alcohol in public places.
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Cabinet

12 May 2014

Title Designated Public Place Order for A308 area at The Parade 
Sunbury Cross restricting the consumption of alcohol in public 
places.

Purpose of the report To make a decision

Report Author Brian Kingston, Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator 

Cabinet Member Councillor Penny Forbes-Forsyth Confidential No

Corporate Priority This item is not in the current list of Corporate priorities but still 
requires a Cabinet decision

Cabinet Values Community

Recommendations The Cabinet approves that public notices for a Designated 
Public Place Order for the area of The Parade, Sunbury Cross 
are published to meet the statutory requirements. 

That Cabinet delegates authority to the Assistant Chief 
Executive in consultation with the relevant Portfolio Holder for 
them to consider any representations made and following such 
consideration and (if appropriate) to make the order (subject to 
any modifications necessary) and place all relevant statutory 
notices with regards to such making of the order. 

1. Key issues

1.1 Legislative Powers

1.2 The Home Office has recognised the increasing problem of alcohol related 
crime and disorder and has introduced a number of legislative improvements 
to aid local Community Safety Partnerships in tackling the problem. Section 
13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 enables Local Authorities to 
designate public places which are subject to restrictions on consuming 
alcohol. These Orders are commonly known as Section 13 Orders or 
Designated Public Place Orders (DPPO’s).

1.3 Without an appropriate order, Police Officers do not have any powers to 
require an adult person to cease drinking alcohol within the designated area. 
A DPPO will enable Police Officers to require people to cease drinking alcohol 
and confiscate intoxicating liquor within the designated area when they can 
reasonably justify the need to prevent nuisance behaviour or disorder. 
Persons failing to comply can be subject to arrest.

1.4 This legislation enhances the existing Police powers when dealing with 
juveniles and alcohol. Police Officers are currently only able to confiscate and 
dispose of alcohol in the possession of juveniles.
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1.5 The legislation relates to open vessels and sealed cans, bottles etc. The aim 
of DPPO would be to provide uniformed Police Officers with the discretion to 
use the powers in section 14 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001. 

1.6 The Act stipulates that the Local Authority shall only make an order to 
designate any public place if they are satisfied that there is evidence that 
nuisance to members of the public or disorder has occurred and it is 
associated by the consumption of intoxicating liquor. A Local Authority is not 
permitted to grant a blanket Order across the whole of the Borough. Evidence 
has been provided by the police. This evidence is summarised in the options 
section below and contained in the appendix 1.

1.7 The Act allows the Local Authority to revoke or amend any Order previously 
made. 

2. Options analysis and proposal

2.1 Sunbury Cross and the surrounding areas have been coming to the attention 
of Police due to the large amount of alcohol related anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) taking place there. This problem has historically been seasonal and 
generally spikes in the summer months but the local Safer Neighbourhood 
Police Team feel the issue presents enough of a problem for a permanent 
year round solution. The main problem area is a number of benches next to 
the clock tower on The Parade at Sunbury Cross.

2.2 People congregate at the benches daily and drink alcohol which often leads to  
ASB, assaults, public decency offences, thefts and Criminal Damage. From 
the experience of the local Police and having spoken to local residents and 
businesses the general feeling is that the benches are only used by the 
drinkers who congregate there and cause ASB which makes people in the 
area feel intimidated.

2.3 The option of removing the benches has been discussed but Council Officers 
feel that the benches are the only place to sit at Sunbury Cross and believe 
that there is nowhere else to re-locate them. 

2.4 Directions have been made under Section 27 Violent Crime Reduction Act 
2006 (directions to leave an area and not return within 48 hours) however,
these section 27 direction notices have not been an effective deterrent as 
there is a regular contingent who continues to return despite being subject to 
such direction. 

2.5 All local off-licenses have been spoken to and reminded that serving a drunk 
person alcohol is an offence for which they will be prosecuted.

2.6 Research has been conducted by Police covering the last 3 years of crimes 
and reports of incidents to Police at Sunbury Cross and shows that there is a 
significant increase in the number of incidents taking place in the summer 
months.

2.7 The police have indicated that the area any DPPO should cover is as per the 
attached plane at Appendix 2. They consider that is the appropriate area and 
allows for reasonable displacement. 

3. Financial implications

3.1 The Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership (Community Safety Partnership) 
will fund the cost of the appropriate signage required to define the boundaries 
of the proposed Order.
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3.2 There are additional costs for the relevant public notices to be placed in the 
local newspaper. The cost is estimated at approximately £800. 

4. Other considerations

4.1 Environmental

4.2 The designated area will be identified by signs mounted on lampposts at the 
entrance and exits of the area. The location of the signs would be agreed with 
Council, Police and Surrey County Council Highways Department.

4.3 Legal Implications

4.4 The Council must be satisfied that there is sufficient evidence of alcohol 
related disorder in the areas specified to justify the Designation. An Order 
should not be implemented with 28 days of the Public Notice being issued 
outlining the proposal.

4.5 Risk Management Implications

4.6 The Designation Orders are required to empower local Police Officers to 
tackle individuals behaving in a disorderly manner whilst under the influence 
of alcohol. Without this power the Police will be less effective in dealing with 
this type of behaviour.

5. Timetable for implementation

5.1 If approved, implementation by June 2014.

Appendices:
Community Impact Statements
Proposed Designated Area Map
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APPENDIX 1

In the vicinity of

vicinity
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APPENDIX 1

Threatening expletive

genitals Expletive
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Appendix 2 - Proposed Designated Area Map Agenda Item: 3     
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