Neighbourhood Services Committee A_

_ SPELTHORNE
Date of meeting 13 January 2022 BOROUGH COUNCIL
Title Review of Domestic Abuse Strategy
Purpose of the report To note
Report Author Will Jack — Community Safety Officer Neighbourhood Services
Ward(s) Affected All Wards
Exempt No
Exemption Reason n/a
Corporate Priority Clean and Safe Environment
Recommendations Committee is asked to:
Note the update for inclusion in the review of the Community
Safety Strategy for 2022
Reason for This report seeks to provide an update on the activities of
Recommendation the Spelthorne Safer Stronger Partnership & plans in
response to the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (receiving Royal
Assent).
Key issues
1.1  Spelthorne Borough Council has prioritised Domestic Abuse within the
Community Safety Strategy. To ensure that we are providing the best
possible service to survivors we welcome the introduction of the new
Domestic Abuse Act 2021.
The Domestic Abuse Bill received Royal Assent creating the Domestic Abuse
Act 2021. This has introduced new legislation and changed the way in which
partners manage some areas of domestic abuse. As such we seek to adapt
our current Community Safety Strategy to comply with the updated legal
requirements to provide a better service to our community.
The Strategy to date
2.1 Our current strategy relies heavily upon three key principles:

e Education — Raising awareness of specialist support across all media
platforms to meet the needs of our community and encourage
reporting.

e Working together — strengthening partnerships between key agencies
to prevent offending, protect survivors and prosecute offenders.

¢ Reducing Harm - Identifying and responding to the source of the
problem through early intervention.
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3.2

The Spelthorne Borough Council Website contains important information
regarding identifying domestic abuse as well as providing both local and
national support information.
https://www.spelthorne.gov.uk/article/18472/Domestic-abuse

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021
This new Act will make greater provision in relation to Domestic Abuse.

e to make provision for and in connection with the establishment of a
Domestic Abuse Commissioner

e to make provision for the granting of measures to assist individuals in
certain circumstances to give evidence or otherwise participate in civil
proceedings

e to prohibit cross-examination in person in family or civil proceedings in
certain circumstances

¢ to make further provision about orders under section 91(14) of the
Children Act 1989

e to provide for an offence of threatening to disclose private sexual
photographs and films with intent to cause distress

e to provide for an offence of strangulation or suffocation

e to make provision about circumstances in which consent to the
infliction of harm is not a defence in proceedings for certain violent
offences

e to make provision about certain violent or sexual offences, and
offences involving other abusive behaviour, committed outside the
United Kingdom

e and for connected purposes

Tackling Domestic Abuse and Hate Crime (Key Challenges)

The lead agency of Domestic Abuse Surrey Police. Over the period reported
(April 2020 — March 2021) Spelthorne borough has seen a 2% increase in
Domestic Abuse. This equates to 171 offences, compared to 160 in the
previous reporting year (April 2019 — March 2020). Reasons for the increase
may be attributed to Covid Lockdown as has been the case throughout the
country whereby the office of national statistics (ONS) reports a 12% increase
nationally. Under-reporting of both Domestic Abuse and Hate Crime remains
a significant concern for all.
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FYtD CRIME Resolutions) Solved Outcome Rate
Last This Last This Last This
Borough Year Year # %age Year Year # %age Year Year %age
Epsom & Ewell 664 673 9 1.4% 86 90 4 4.7% 13.0% 13.4% 0.4%
Mole Valley 711 667 -44 -6.2% 113 100 13 -11.5% 15.9% 15.0% -0.9%
Reigate & Banstead 1417 1372 45  -3.2% 192 153 39 -20.3% 13.5% 11.2% -2.4%
Tandridge 786 740 -46  -5.9% 129 142 13 10.1% 16.4% 19.2% 2.8%
Elmbridge 1129 988 141 12.5% 133 124 -9 -6.8% 11.8% 12.6% 0.8%
Runnymede -46  -5.0% -15.2% 14.9% 13.3% -1.6%
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5. Tackling Domestic Abuse and Spelthorne Borough Councils response

Spelthorne Borough Council will ensure that up-to-date and relevant
advice will be advertised on Council websites with the contact details
for all local and national support agencies.

Seek to educate partners and the community regarding key legislative
changes e.g. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021.

Spelthorne Borough Council will comply with the Domestic Abuse
Commissioner’s Strategic Plan.

Spelthorne Borough Council is carrying out a review of the housing
allocation process to ensure that the new requirements of the Domestic
Abuse Act are met for the expedited housing of survivors.

We will ensure that Spelthorne Borough Council is represented on the
Surrey Domestic Abuse Executive Group.

Spelthorne Borough Council will continue to support the ‘Ask Me’
North Surrey domestic abuse service.

Key messages will be shared on social media to encourage active
reporting to provide a more proactive approach.

Multi-agency work underpins the support around Domestic abuse and
is managed via the Community Harm and Risk Management Meeting
(CHaRMM) and fortnightly Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference
(MARAC) meetings. Key partners (Surrey Police Spelthorne Borough
Council Surrey Adult Social Care Community Mental Health Team
A2Dominion Housing MTVH Housing) are tasked with individual
responsibilities to ensure that that Domestic Abuse survivors’ needs
are managed via this forum. The CHaRMM retails the ability to invite
relevant agencies e.g. North Surrey Domestic Abuse Service.

Spelthorne have recently started attending the Multi-Agency Tasking
and Coordinating (MATAC) meetings where perpetrators are discussed
and harm minimised.

Spelthorne Borough Council will ensure that our responsibilities are
fully met regarding the management of Domestic Homicide Reviews
and the requirement to co-operate with the Domestic Abuse
Commissioner as outlined in the new legislation.

Spelthorne Borough Council will work in partnership with Surrey
County Council to deliver the Surrey Against Domestic Abuse Strategy.

Spelthorne Borough Council will actively support the Surrey Police
Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy 2021.
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Financial implications

The new Act is an additional commitment for both lower and upper tier
Authorities. Surrey County Council has been given £1.5 million to provide
additional supported accommodation. Spelthorne has received £36,000.

Equality and Diversity

This is a strategy that recognises that many, if not most Domestic Abuse
situations are complex. It recognises that domestic violence and abuse takes
many forms, and can happen to anyone, regardless of age, sex, income,
ethnicity, geography or status.

Timetable for implementation

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 was passed in April 2021. This is now an act
of Parliament and is currently utilised as existing legislation. As such
Spelthorne SSP is already complying with the act.

Background papers:

Spelthorne Community Safety Strategy
https://lwww.spelthorne.gov.uk/sssp

Domestic Abuse Act 2021
https://www.leqgislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/17/contents/enacted
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