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4.10 Overseas convictions

The DBS cannot access criminal records held overseas, only foreign convictions that
are held on the Police National Computer may, subject to the disclosure rules, be
disclosed. Therefore, a DBS check may not provide a complete picture of an individual's
criminal record where there have been periods living or working overseas — the same
applies when an applicant has previously spent an extended period (3 or more
continuous months) outside the UK. It should however be noted that some countries
will not provide a certificate of good character unless the individual has been resident
for 6 months or more.

Licensing authorities should seek or require applicants to provide where possible
criminalrecords information or a certificate of good character from overseas in this
circumstance to properly assess risk and support the decision-making process. ltis the
character of the applicant as an adult that is of particular interest, therefore an
extended period outside the UK before the age of 18 may be less relevant. As with all
licensing decisions, each case must be considered on its own merits. See the Criminal
record checks for overseas applicants for more information on applying for overseas
criminalrecord information or certificate of good character.
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